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We are so glad that you joined us today.
Please come again.

Imagine a different time and a different place. Go
back in your mind to a time before there were Protes-
tants, Catholics, Evangelicals, Charismatics, Baptists,

@ Let us know if you have any questions. Methodists, Presbyterians, or Episcopalians. Was there



ever a time when there
were just Christians?
Could it be that way
again? Yes!

When Jesus walked
on the earth He de-
clared, “I will build
My church” (Matt.
16:18, NKJV). Af-
ter Jesus’ death Paul
spoke of this church
that Jesus “purchased
with His own blood”
(Acts 20:28). When
Jesus first built and
purchased this church
it was established
and existed in unity.

Paul affirmed this when he told the Ephesians there
is “one faith” and “one body” (Eph. 4:4-5). That
church which belonged to Christ was not made up

of different groups teaching and practicing different
things. Paul taught the “ways in Christ”—*“every-
where in every church” (1 Cor. 4:17). Jesus did not
establish denominations—He established one church
that was His church.

Sadly, this unity of faith and practice was com-
promised very early. The church in Corinth, splin-
tered into different factions with some declaring, *“‘I
am of Paul,” or ‘I am of Apollos,’ or ‘I am of Ce-
phas,’ or ‘I am of Christ’” (1 Cor. 1:12). When this
happened, did Paul take our modern attitude—*just
pick the church of your choice”? No. In rebuke of
this Paul asked them, “Is Christ divided?” (1 Cor.
1:13). The clear answer was no! If Jesus did not
establish a divided church, it is clear that division is
no acceptable to Him. In Paul’s day (as in
our own) while division may be a demon-
stration of free choice, it is an unaccept-
able and authorized demonstration of free
choice. Paul further asked rhetorically,
“when one says, ‘I am of Paul,” and
another, ‘I am of Apollo’s,” are you not
carnal?” (1 Cor. 3:4). The clear answer
here was yes! Division is “carnal”—a
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sinful act of the flesh. Division stands in defi-
ance of Jesus’ prayer that, all who believe in
Him “may be one” (John 17:21-22).

If Paul taught that division is sinful—if Je-
sus prayed for believers to be one—how must
the Lord view our world today? Is God pleased
with the religious division of modern times? If
we believe the Bible He is not. While many
people might acknowledge that God is not
pleased with division, most imagine that it is
unavoidable. Is that true? Must division be ac-
cepted? If not, how can it be corrected?

Although Jesus prayed for unity He also
warned of religious error. Jesus warned, “Be-
ware of false prophets, who come to you in

sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are rav-
enous wolves” (Matt.
7:15). He said further,
“Many false prophets
will rise up and deceive
many” (Matt. 24:11).
This tells us there will
be teachers who arise
who seem as gentle and
as innocent as sheep,
but their message is evil
and deceptive. Paul
taught Christian lead-
ers in Ephesus, “From
among yourselves men



